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MATTHEW XXV. 21. 


Well done, thou good, and faithful ſervant : 

' thou haft been faithful over a few things; I 
will make thee ruler over many things : enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord. 


\HESE words are part of a parable, 
by which our Divine Maſter, agree- 
able to his uſual cuſtom, taught and 

inſtructed his hearers. Under the emblem of 

a man, travelling into a far country ; calling 

his ſervants together; delivering to each of 

them, in a wiſe proportion, his goods, with 

a view to their improvement of them; at 

length returning; calling theſe ſervants to an 

account; applauding the diligent and faithful, 

and rewarding them according to their im- 

provement; but reproving and puniſhing one 

who had been negligent and ſlothful: Under 
this emblem, I ſay, our Lord, in a familiar, 
but very engaging, manner, repreſents to us 

B all, 


COT - 
all, our preſent condition, and our future ex- 
ions; the connection between our pre- 
ſent character and conduct, and our final 


happineſs and miſery. He teacheth us, (and 


he that hath ears to hear, let him hear) that 


we are all of us ſervants of the great God ; and 


have various talents committed to us; ; ſome 


more than others ; and different in kind and 
degree ; diſtributed at the pleaſure of our great 
Lord ; but with a wiſe impartiality ; and to 
each one ſufficient, with a faithful improve- 
ment, to his own happineſs. We are further 
taught, that however things paſs on for a 
while, and we may ſeem to be left to our- 
ſelves unnoticed by our ſupreme Lord, yet an 
exact account is taken; and a day of ſolemn 
and impartial reckoning will come. When 
the good and faithful ſervant ſhall be honoured 
and rewarded, in proportion to his improve- 
ment, and to his diligence and fidelity : while 
he, who has neglected or abuſed the oppor- 
tunity and ability for uſefulneſs and ſervice 
which God has given him, ſhall be treated 
with ſhame; his attempts to excuſe and 
juſtify himſelf ſhall turn to his own reproach ; 
and the puniſhment be allotted to him, which 


his ſloth, negligence, and unfaithfulneſs, de- 
ſerves. 


This 
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This is the general view and intention of 
the . parable, From which we may learn 
theſe very important leſſons, viz. That the 
great Governor and Judge of all, is righteous 
and juſt, in his! preſent diſtributions ; and in 
his final decifions, And that our wiſdom and 
duty is, to conſider the preſent life as con- 
need with another: and to live under the 
firm and governing Nin o bi an awful and 
righteous judgment. 


The words of our text repreſent to us the 
good and faithful ſervant, as honoured and 
rewarded by his lord. His lord ſaid unto him, 
Well done, thou good and faithful ſervant, &c. 
And they lead us to conſider the final honour 
and happineſs of all thoſe, who are faithful 
to the truſt which God has committed to 


them; diligent in the work and ſervice which 
he — W out to. 


3 TE by in this diſcourſe, 


I. To deſcribe to you the character of the 
| good and faithful ſervant. And > IS Doe 


n. 'To repreſent to you the honour and re- 
d 9 Dertte. 


0 1 


„ nas After 


[4] 
After which I ſhall endeavour to apply the 
ſubject to the preſent ſorrowful occaſion. - A 
ſervice, to which I feel myſelf unequal : 
which I would gladly have declined : but 
which, as I am called to it, I ſhall diſcharge 
with honeſty and fidelity : and hope for * 


n and candour. 


I. I am to deſcribe to you the good: and 
faithful ſervant. 


And it will be ſufficient juſt to obſerve, 
what I ſuppoſe none will diſpute, that we are 
all the ſervants of God. Such we are by the 
moſt plain, ſacred, and indiſpenſible obliga- 


tions. For our exiſtence ' itſelf, we are in- 


debted to him. Our capacities, our advan- 
tages, whether ingrafted in nature, or ſuper- 
added by peculiar grace, are all the gifts of 
his indulgent bounty. The continuance of 
our lives and enjoyments for a ſingle moment, 
depends intirely upon his pleaſure and care, 
The rank which we hold amongſt the crea- 
tures of God, the ſtations of life in which we 
are placed, the part which we are to act upon 
this great ſtage, are the ſovereign and wiſe 
appointment of the great Maſter and Lord of 
all. Whether then we are the ſervants of 

2 God 


. 
the # 
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God or no, cannot be made a queſtion. It is 
next to ſelf- evident, that we are. 


And if ſervants, then are we accountable 
to him. And either the Supreme Being will 
neglect his own deſign, give up his own cha- 
racter, and diſregard the work of his hands; 
or, he will call us to an account. And theſe 
reaſonings, which nature itſelf leads us to, 
the word of God eſtabliſheth and ſtreng- 
theneth. It is a view of ourſelves and of 
human life, moſt honourable and important : 
which we ought very carefully to attend to. 
I am a ſervant of God; and accountable 


to him. 


Aſk you, now, what this character implies 
in it? What is the ſervice which God requires 
of us? Let your reflections upon the wiſdom 
of God in all his works, let conſcience, let 
the declarations of the ſacred oracles, anſwer 
the inquiry, Theſe will all tell us (and they 
ſpeak to our hearts, as well as to our reaſon) 
that the great deſign of our Maker and Lord 
is, that we ſhould know, admire, praiſe, love, 
and-imitate him, the great ſource and original 
of light, perfection, and happineſs. That we 
ſhould live in obedience to his laws, by what- 


„ ever 


IE A 


— nl 
ever way made known to us, That we ſhould 


thankfully receive, and improve to his hovour, 
the various advantages he has by nature, provi- 
dence, or revelation, graciouſly conferred upon 
us, That we ſhould firmly truſt, in all things, 
and at all times, to his all-diſpoſing provi- 
dence; and acquieſce in, and ſubmit to, his 
wiſe and ſovereign will. 


That, with reſpect to others, we improve 
every kind and benevolent affection: culti- 
vate univerſal love and charity: faithfully 


and diligently diſcharge the obligations and 
duties of every relation: behave towards all 
with truth, righteouſneſs, and fidelity: and 
each one in his reſpective ſtation, and accord- 
ing to his ability, endeavour to be uſeful, and 
to promote the happineſs of all about him. 
And once more: 


That, with reſpect to ourſelves, we care- 
fully ſubdue every. ſordid paſſion : regulate 
and govern the affections of our hearts: pre- 
ſerve and maintain the dominion of reaſon 
and conſcience: cultivate the dif) poſitions and 
habits of piety, virtue, and charity : and 1 in 
all things, and under every temptation, pre- 
ſerve the purity, dignity, and conſiſtency of 


Our 


[7] 
our character, as rational, conſcious, and im- 
mortal beings. 


This is a general view of what our character 
as the ſervants of God includes in it. By a 
ſteady regard to theſe important obligations 
and duties, we act up to the deſign of our 
being: conſult the dignity and happineſs of 
our nature: and fulfill the work and ſervice 


to which God has appointed us. 


Who then is the good and faithful ſervant? 
Not he who barely knows theſe things : or 
in ſpeculation acknowledgeth their importance 
and excellency. Nor he who carefully abounds 
in any one part of this ſervice, to the negle& 
of the reſt. Nor he who meanly gives way 
to difficulties and temptations to deſert or 
tranſgreſs it. Much leſs he, whatever be his 


faith or profeſſion, who lives in the diſregard of 
theſe obligations and duties; to the diſhonour 


of the God that made him; to the injury of his 


fellow- ſervants; to the reproach of his own 
ſoul.” Theſe moſt certainly have no claim to 
this character: nor any ground to hope for 
the reward annexed to it. Theſe ſhall at 


_ * uren a 1 know you not; de- 
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part from me. And be doomed to the pu- 


niſhment of the wicked and flothful ſervant. 


The good and faithful ſervant is he, who, 
ever mindful of his obligations to God, ſin- 
cerely and carefully fulfills them; and makes 
his will, the conſtant rule of his conduct. 
Under the governing influence of benevolence 
and love, he lives with a view to others; and 
unfeignedly defires and endeavours to contri- 
bute to the happineſs of all around him, 
The various talents and abilities which God 
has given him, he conſiders as a truſt committed 
to him; and wiſely improves them to the 
purpoſes of piety and charity.. In the ſtation 
aſſigned him by providence, he endeavours to 
fill up his place with honour and uſefulneſs; and 
to be a bleſſing to all about him. In the rela- 
tions he bears in life, it is his concern to pro- 
mote the honour of God ; and to diſcharge 
every duty with fidelity, diligence, and love. 
His time, his health, his capacities, all the 
endowments of nature, all the gifts of Provi- 
dence, all the bleſſings of the:Goſpel, he re- 
ceives with thankful acknowledgments to the 
great Author of all; and values and:improves 
to the glory of God, to the benefit of others, 
and to the advancement of pious, holy, bene- 


volent, 
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fot 
volent, heavenly diſpoſitions and habits in his 
own temper and life, In every part of his 


character, his care is to preſerve a conſiſtency ; 


and to follow the dictates of conſcience and of 


duty. In every part of conduct, he keeps his 
rule and end in view; and endeavours to ap- 


prove himſelf to God, and his own heart. 
When temptations- ariſe 'to infringe and vio- 


late the ſacred engagements he is under, he 


bravely repels them. In caſes of a competi- 
tion, or when any ſordid paſſion or intereſt 
interferes with the duty and ſervice which he 
owes to God, he admits no debate; he de- 
termines on the fide of God and duty ; and 
makes no heſitation to ſacrifice whatever is 
inconſiſtent herewith. And, finally, having 
engaged in the ſervice of God, he makes it 


the great buſineſs of his life : and therein con- 


ſcientiouſly and ſteadily perſeveres, till diſ- 
charged by his great Maſter ; and called by 


him to give up his laſt account. 


This is the 200d and faithful ſervant. And 
whatever care it may call for, however diffi- 
cult it may be, to acquire and preſerve this 
character, yet we want not all needful en- 
couragement. The ſervice itſelf is excellent 
and honourable: and our fidelity is rewarded 
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by the fatisfaction and approbation of -out 
own hearts, Whatever ſervice we may be 
called to, whatever trials and difficulties it 
may be attended with, the God whom we 
ſerve is able and ready to affiſt us, and to 
carry us through all. But the greateſt and 
moſt animating encouragement of all is, that 
view which the Goſpel ſets before us, of the 
glorious recompence of diligence, fidelity, and 


perſeverance : and of the tremendous puniſh- 


ment of the wicked and ſlothful ſervant. 


True it is, that in this ſtate of frailty and 
temptation, the beſt and moſt faithful ſervant 
will have humbling conviction of many im- 
perfections and defects attending him. Under 
theſe the Goſpel is the moſt effectual relief: 
and aſſures ſincerity and fidelity of a merciful 
and gracious acceptance. 


No leſs true it is, that after all our moſt 


ſucceſsful efforts, and tho' we had done all 


that was required of us, ſtill we ſhould be 
unprofitable ſervants; ſhould have done no 
more than was our duty; and could not, by 
merit, claim any, much leſs the immenſe re- 
ward of eternal life. How then can we do 
this, when in ſo many things we all of us 

fail 


Lr 1 

fal and offend ? But here too the Golpe l 
raiſes and confirms our moſt lively and en- 
larged hopes; by aſſuring us, that the ap- 
plauſes of the great day, and the honour and 
felicity of eternal life, are annexed to faith- 
folneſs and perſeverance; and ſhall be gra- 
cioufly conferred by the free gift of God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. I 


Indulge me yet a little further upon this 
head. My thoughts, and the preſent occaſion, 
lead me to ſet before you the good and faith- 
ful ſervant, in the character and ſtation of a 
miniſter of Chriſt, and the Goſpel. 


A ſervant of God in the Goſpel of his 
Son, he profeſſes himſelf. An important truſt 
he takes upon himſelf : the Goſpel, and the 
care of immortal ſouls, is committed to his 
charge. To be faithful, is his great aim and 
_ endeavour. Furniſhed for his work by his 
own labours and the grace of God, he enters 
upon it, with a full conviction of its difficulty 
and 1 importance; but in firm dependance up- 


on his gracious Maſter. And how doth he 
diſcharge his truſt? en . 


With 


aun 
* * 


* 


— — — ———— ——é .. . 


— — ——— oepyge 
- — 2 — 
— 


— —— 

* - 3 

— — — - 
—_— 


_ — 


—— 
- 2 — AS 
— — — — 


** 
—— — — — 


„ * 
4 
- — — 
E — 2 
I. 


6. 
==" 
I — 


_ » 
— = = 
— = = * ® — 
2 — 2 —— — - 
— — - 


— 2 
2 <= BE : EET: 
1 ⁵ĩð—— apr gc 


— 


"2-22" —- 
—— 


"£ 
Eh 
| 

. 
i 

\ | 0 
1 

1 

1 

oy 

f 

if 


\ -- 
— 7 


| f 12 } 

Wich himſelf he begins: ſenfible how 
much his acceptance with God, and the ſuc- 
ceſs of all his labours, depends upon it. To 
ſee the importance and excellency of religion 
and the Goſpel ; to feel its power and influ- 
ence on his own heart ; to have his own tem- 
per, ſpirit, and views, under its governing di- 
rection; and his whole life and conduct form- 
ed and modelled upon the plan of its precepts, 
examples, and motives: this is his firſt and 
oreat aim : for this he prays, and watches, and 
labours, not as a chriſtian only, but as a mi- 
niſter alſo. For, my brethren, without this, 
how cold and jejune will all our miniſtrations 
be? With what little life and energy will 
they be attended? How ſhall we defeat our 
own avowed intention? And after we have 
preached to others, be ourſelves caſt away ? 


In his private retirements, if you could fol- 
low him there, you would be witneſs to his 
prayers for himſelf and thoſe committed to 
his care : to his diligent ſtudy of the word of 
God: to his earneſt application to bring out 
of his treaſury what may be for the benefit of 
his hearers: and to his endeavour to make 
all his painful labours ſubſervient to the great 


end 


( 13] 
end which. he has in view, the honour of re- 
Wed, and the ſalvation of ſouls, 


In his ſamily, or more public connections, 
he endeavours to maintain a conſiſtency of 
character: to avoid every thing which would 
reproach or leſſen religion: to preach by a 
ſteady and amiable example: and where pru- 
dence admits, or the occaſion requires, to 
improve the opportunity of doing good to 
their ſouls with whom he converſes. 


In his work and office as a miniſter, he 
conſiders himſelf as a ſteward of the myſte- 
ries of God; as one who watches for ſouls, 
and muſt give an account: and endeavours to 
behave ſo, that he may give it with joy, aud 
not with grief. 


In his diſpenſing the truths and doctrines of 
religion, he acts not as a lord over God's heci- 
tage: nor as having dominion over the faith 
and conſciences of others. But with meek- 
neſs inſtructs: with ſound reaſoning convinces: 
teaches the truth in love: and with zeal and 
integrity declares the whole council of God 
relating to men's eternal ſalvation. 


Sinners 
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[ 24 ] 
Sinners he reproves with firmneſs. and ho- 
neſty ; he exhorts with long-ſuffering and 
gentleneſs: he warns with plainneſs and ear- 


neſtneſs : knowing how .to make a differ- 


ence; on ſome to have compaſſion ; and 


others to ſave with fear, plucking them as 
brands out of the dani. 


The thoughtleſ 64 ncontidonts bs faith» 
fully warns of temptations and dangers : en- 
deavours to rouze them by the terrors of the 
Lord: and to exhort them earneſtly and dai- 


ly, leſt they ſhould be hardened. acuh the 
deceitfulneſs of ſin. 


The weak and the wavering he aims to 
confirm, by the moſt plain and awakening 
repreſentations of the reality and importance 
of religion: and by ſetting before them, with 


all his . and energy, the Wal PRAGUE of 
the world to come, 


The mourning humble chriſtian he endea- 
vours to encourage and comfort, by the moſt 
engaging repreſentations of the love of God, 
of the grace of the Redeemer, and of the re- 


viving promiſes and aſſurances of the cove- 


nant of grace and mercy, 


The 


[ 15] 
The duties and obligations of | chriſtians, 
he will plainly repteſent in all their ya- 
rious branches: inculcate by every ſacred 
motive : and conſtantly preach that they who 


believe in Chin n be e to maintain 
good works. 


The privileges and promifes of the goſpel 
he will alſo ſet forth in all their greatneſs and 
extent, in all their truth; and certainty: to 


adminiſter conſolation to thoſe who need it: 


and to animate all to conſtancy and perſeve- 
Fane in the work of the Lord. 


Nor will he: gab Br a falſe Ja + and 


tenderneſs, hold back the terrors of the Lord: 


but faithfully denounce theſe to guard againſt 


obſtinate impenitence; and to warn n to 
flee from the wrath to come, 


f * 


The cauſe of true chriz eri he will en- 
deavour bravely to maintain: to defend it, 
againſt the aſſaults of open enemies ; and to 
detect the ſubtle arts of thoſe who lie in wait 
to deceive the weak and unwary. 


In all his miniſtrations, he ſeeks not to 
pleaſe men, but God ; not to win popular ap- 


plauſe, 


. 


[ 16] 
plauſe, but the approbation of his great ma- 
ſter and his own conſcience : not to amuſe 
and entertain, but to do good : not to preach 
himſelf or to promote a worldly intereſt, but 
to preach Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and himſelf 
a ſervant of ſouls for Jeſus ſake. | 


Many difficulties attend the faithful and 
diligent diſcharge of his duty. Much labour 
and watchfulnefs it calls for, Diſcourage- 
ments he expects, and meets with, The 
denial of himſelf in many things pleaſing 
and agreeable, appears neceſſary, And all 
his circumſpeCtion and prudence, he oft finds 
too little. O who is ſufficient for theſe 
things? But, perſuaded of the goodneſs of 
his cauſe, actuated by zeal and love, anima- 
ted by his maſter's example, and warmed 
by the principles and views of the goſpel, 
he labours ſtill more abundantly ; he wil- 


 lingly ſpends, and is ſpent for fouls; and 


none of theſe things move him ; neither 
counteth he his life dear to himſelf fo that 
he might finiſh his courſe with joy, and faith- 
fully fulfil the miniſtry, diſcharge the truſt, 
which he has received of the Lord Jeſus, 


It 


(.17 
It is not a fictitious character which I 
have been deſcribing. It is what every mi- 
niſter of Jeſus. ought to aim at, I ſpeak 
to myſelf; and to every one here, who ſuſ- 
tains that ſacred office. I ſpeak to our hearts 
and conſciences. If you, my friends, have 
known ſuch in real life, you will value and 
honour their memory. And you will al- 
ſo learn hence, what to allow, what to ex- 
pect in thoſe who miniſter to you; to wit, 
that plain and honeſt freedom, that ſeri- 
ous affectionate earneſtneſs, which faithful- 


| Neſs to your ſouls, and fidelity to their great 


Maſter, require, oblige n to. Proceed 
we now, 


II. To repreſent to you the honour and re- 
ward an nexed to this character. 


It is beyond all diſpute, that our Lord here 
carries our views to the great day of judg- 
ment.——When he, in the name, and by the 
authority of the ſupreme God and Father of all, 
ſhall call all to an account, and render to every 
one, as his works have been. Think now, 
what an honour will it be to receive from 
him, public acknowledgments of his appro- 
bation and eſteem? to be owned and ap- 
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1 1B } 
plauded by him upon his throne of glory, 
and before the grand convention of angels 
and men? Vell done good and faithful ſer- 
vant. Bravely haſt thou acted. Faithfully 
haſt thou acquitted thyſelf. Receive my ap- 
plauſe. And let all the world be witneſs to 
it. Can you conceive of an honour to be 
compared to this? With what tranſports 
will the ſoul receive it? conſcious humility 
diſelaiming all merit: while angels ſhall re- 
found the joyful well done; and ſhout the 


praiſes of him whom the judge een to 


honour. 

Nor 1s it only an applauſe : but. this at- 
tended with a ſentence, including the moſt 
conſummate honour and bliſs ; beyond all 
that the heart can conceive. A ſentence 
which heaven itſelf will ratify; and eter- 
nity make good. Thou haſt been faithful in 
a few things, in the truſt committed to thee 
on earth ; and having proved and found thee 
fo, I will make thee ruler over many things : 
I will prefer thee to my heavenly kingdom, 
and advance thee to glory and felicity there. 
Enter thou into the foy of thy Lord, Share 


with me the honours and entertainments of 


that heavenly kingdom. And what are 
ah theſe ? 


" iq 


{ 19 ] 
theſe? That, only the enjoyment of them, 
can fully declare. Satred ſcripture has de- 
ſcribed the reward of the good and faithful 
ſervant in ſuch terms, as to give us the moſt 
exalted ideas of it. It is pure and unmixed. 
It is perfect and complete. It is immutable 
and everlaſting. A crown of righteouſneſs, 


of life, and of glory: an everlaſting king- 


dom, that can never be ſhaken : an inheri- 
tance incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading : 
being with holy angels; with Chriſt Jeſus; 
with God himſelf the fountain of perfection 
and bliſs: and being ſo for ever: theſe, and 
other ſuch like, are the accounts which the 


word of God has given us of the future glo- 


ry and bliſs of the good and faithful ſervant. 
Oh! what joy is this? It is beyond con- 
ception ! And ſhould I attempt to deſcribe, 
I ſhould certainly depreciate it! Of this 
there are different degrees. For as there is 
one glory of the ſun; and another glory 


of the moon; and another glory of the ſtars ; 


and one ſtar differeth from another ſtar in 
glory; ſo allo is the reſurrection of the dead. 
Every good and faithful ſervant ſhall be com- 


pleatly happy: riot indeed in the ſame de- 


gree: but each one according to his capa- 


city; and in proportion to his fidelity, dili- 


C 2 gence, 
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[ 20] 
gence, and uſefulneſs here. Though the leaſt 
thall not envy the greateſt.” Nor theſe de- 
ſpiſe them. But all rejoice together; and unite 
in admiring grateful acknowledgments of the 
unmerited grace of God. 


In what rank of glory and happineſs, will 
the faithful, laborious, uſeful miniſter of 
Chriſt and the Goſpel then ſtand ? Not bare- 
ly the name will then avail him. If he has 
neglected the duties of his office, if ho 
has acted beneath his character, it will ex- 
poſe him to deeper infamy and miſery. 
But if he here honour his character and of- 
fice, by a becoming temper and conduct; if 
he here, for the ſake of his uſefulneſs, deny 
himſelf; and in the cultivation and exerciſe 
of his talents, devote himſelf to the glory of 
God, and the ſalvation of ſouls; if he here, 
nobly deſpiſing ſenſual gratifications, and ſe- 
cular honours and profits, honeſtly and faith- 
fully devote himſelf to the diſcharge of his 
truſt, his honours in the great day ſhall be 


illuſtrious indeed. The ſouls ſaved by him 


ſhall be his glory and joy, and crown of re- 
Joicing in the preſence, and at the coming of 
w_ Lord Jeſus. And great, tranſcendently | 

great 


1211 | 
great ſhall his reward be in heaven. They 
that are wiſe to win ſouls, ſhall ſhine as the 
brightneſs of the firmament ; and they. that 
turn many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever 
and ever ; yea, as. the ſun in the kingdom of 
their father. © 7 od 9 


4 


* 


This ſubject leads us to many uſeful re- 
flections. 2 3 

iſt, The great importance and value of 
the Goſpel is obvious from what has been 
+ hg BEL] 


It is to this, we are indebted for our moſt 
glorious and animating proſpects ; for our 
moſt powerful incitements to a life of piety, 
virtue, and uſefulneſs. Reaſon indeed points 
out a future ſtate: and gives encouragement 
to hope, that ſincere piety and virtue, fidelity 
and. diligence, will be rewarded. But was 
reaſon our only guide, doubts would ſtill re- 
main ; and demerit and guilt ſuggeſt many 
an alarming fear, Where reaſon drops it, 
revelation takes up the important ſubject: 
carries us into it with light and aſſurance : 
repreſents it in all its importance and dig- 
nity, with a convincing evidence : and dif- 

| 92 cloſes 
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cloſes ſome things, which the heart of man 
could never have conceived of. Could it 
ever be imagined, that our honeſt, but feeble 


attempts to ſerve God, ſhould, with all this 


condeſcenſion, be openly atteſted and ap- 
plauded, by the great Judge, in his reſplen- 
dent glory? Or that it ſhould be diſtin- 
guiſhed by a reward, ſo infinitely ſurpaſſing 
not only all merit, but all hope? It” could 
not, This we owe entirely to the Goſpel. 
For this then we are bound to bleſs God 
now. And if animated by theſe views, we 
obtain the great reward, we ſhall admire 


and praiſe this diſtinguiſhed grace to by 
eternity. 


 2dly, What good chriſtian need be afraid 
* death? 


To nature indeed it is terrible, But re- 
ligion and the goſpel have ſtripped it of its 
terrour: and placed it in the moſt friendly 
view. It is the finiſhing our work and war- 
fare. It is the end of all trials of our fide- 
lity and conſtancy. It is a diſcharge from all 
our labours and hazards. It is the return of 
our great Lord, to acknowledge his faithful 
ſervants ; to applaud them before the whole 


world; 


”* * "ih 
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23.J 
world; and to. receive them into everlaſting 
glory: and felicity. I, Fo or though this intereſt- 
ing event ſhould not take place immediately 
upon our leaving this World, yet it remains 
as fixt and ſettled, as ſecure from doubt and 


hazard, as though it were to commence the 
very next moment. O death where is thy, 


fling? O grave where is thy victory? Thanks be 


unto God, who hath given us the victory through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


2dly, Who would lament the removal of 
a good and faithful ſervant of Chriſt, from 
this ſcene of labour, ſorrow, and trial? 


You will reply upon me, who would not 
lament it? When perſons well qualified for 
uſefulneſs, perſons of true worth and excel- 
lence ; of piety, integrity, and benevolence 3 
who devoted their time and talents to the fer- 
vice of their fellow-creatures in their beſt i in- 


tereſts; when ſuch as theſe are removed, it is 


a. loſs to their friends, to ſociety, to the 
church of Chriſt. And it would be ſtupid ; 
and unmanly not to grieve. In this view 1 
grant it would, —And upon ſuch an occaſion, 
am ready to mingle my tears with yours. 
Here indeed, it becomes us ſubmiſlively to 


1 adore 


# 

a [24] 

bi; adore the hand of Providence : and to take 

5 comfort that the intereſts of religion, and the 

i goſpel, and the care of ſouls, ate in the hands A 
"i of the chief ſhepherd. And there is one 3 , 
ha circumſtance that reconciles us to the re- 1 
0 ] moval of thoſe by death who have been able, 7 
hl honeſt and uſeful: and that is, when they A 
9 have almoſt outlived their abilities for ſer-. A 
Fi vice: and ſurvive not to tive, but only 5 
i 5 to breathe. SY wo 

wk pon their own accounts. howeter we 


cannot in any circumſtances, or at any time 
of life, lament their removal. Can we grudge 
or mourn their diſcharge from ſervice, trials, 
and ſufferings? from the labqurs and hazards 
of this mortal ſtate? Can we pine at their 
being called to reap the fruit of their la- 
bours ? at their being ſafe in the hands, and 
happy i in. the preſence of the Lord of death, 
and the inviſible world? whom here they 7 
loved and ſerved; and who will keep that 3 
which they have committed to him to the | 
great day. Or that there they now reſt in full | 
and joyful expectation of the great applauding 


day, and of the glories of an everlaſting king- 3 
1 dom? Is this, chriſtians, a ſubject for grief MX 
1 and lamentation? O bleſſed Goſpel which 2 
oy wo? 
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[25] 


gives us ſuch ſolid comfort with reſpect to 


thoſe whom living we loved, and whoſe me- 
mories when they are dead, we value and 
honour ! 


Were we indeed to leave them in the 
grave without the hope of a revival ; and 
to  confider all their work and ſervics as 
there buried with them and forgotten for 
ever, this would be truly [melancholy and 
diſtreſſing! But—Bleſſed are the dead that 
die in the Lord: for they not only reſt from 
their labours, but their works follow them. 


Under this conſolation, his friends, and 
you of this church, will the better bear 
what I have to ſay to you of your deceaſed 
paſtor, the reverend Dr. Benſon. I am: fen- 
ſible how difficult a part I have before me. 
Reſpect is due to the memory of one, who 
was a zealous advocate for the chriſtian cauſe 
againſt unbelievers; a ſteady defender of 


chriſtian liberty againſt all impoſition upon 


conſcience: honeſt to the truſt which God 
and you committed to him: who devoted 
his time, his health, I might ſay his life, to 
ſtudy, defend, and explain, the ſacred ſcrip- 
tures; and who made } it his great care to ex- 


emplify 


41 

emplify the fin and laws of the religion he 
profeſſed, in his temper and conduct. Re- 
ſpect is ſurely due to ſuch a one. My ſmall, 
tribute I ſhall pay, not meaning to offend the 
wing. or ä che dead. 


He was han” at Great Salkeld in vale. 
land: and deſcended of very pious parents: 4 
who had a numerous family: and the bleſſing 9 
15 of their growing up to be remarkably good 5 
fol chriſtians, Of all theſe, our "_ was the 


boy laſt ſurviyoe. 
16 He was very early mark'd out for the mi- 
9 niſtry, by his ſeriouſneſs of ſpirit, and love of 


learning; which was ſo ſtrong, that at eleven 
years of age, as I am informed, he was able 


to read the Greek teſtament. 
After gli his grammar learning, he 4 
went to an academy kept by Dr. Dixon at A 
Whitehaven : from whence, after a ſhort ſtay, 
he removed to Glaſgow ; and there compleat- 1 


ed his academical ſtudies. 


N 


Theſe finiſhed, he came to Landon. The 
worthy Dr. Calamy was his great friend; and 
kindly took him into his family for a time. 

This 


[27] 
This he oft mentioned with Hs and a 


tude. 


By the Doctor s recommendation he went 
to Abington. His abode there was but ſhort. 
He removed from thence to a .congregation 
in Southwark (to whoſe love for their mint- 
ſter, while they ſubſiſted as a church, I having 
had experience of it, can bear my teſtimony), 
where he laboured with great diligence for 
eleven years ; till called (1 think in 1739) to 
the paſtoral care of this church, 


A moſt worthy and eſteemed collegue “ he 
had, when he firſt ſettled among you. Who 
ſtill lives in honour and great uſefulneſs, tho” 
retired from public life : and who ſtill devotes 
his abilities and great learning to the moft truly 
valuable purpoſes. Upon his retiring from 
public labours on account of bodily infirmities, 
the whole care of this church devolved upon 
Dr. Benſon. And fo continued, till his own 
decays led you to chuſe him ſome further aſ- 


ſiſtance, from my worthy brother who now 


ſucceeds him, 


Some time after his ſettling among you, 
one of the univerſities in North Britain paid 
*The Rev, Dr. Lardner, 


oy 


him 
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[ 28 ] 


ing, in conferring upon him, without his 
ſeeking it, their higheſt degree. This was an 
honour to him, when conſidered as a teſti- 
mony of the eſteem, in which he was held 
by men of learning. 


: Theſe circumſtances I ſhould ſcarce have 
mentioned: but that every thing relative to a 


friend, whoſe memory we eſteem, becomes, 
more or leſs, intereſting to us. 


His temper was grave and ſolid : but far 
from moroſe and churliſn. His converſation 
generally turned to one or other part of ſacred 
ſcripture. He would oft- times enliven it with 
an agreeable chearfulneſs. But the byaſs of 
his mind, and his cloſe thought and ſtudy, 
rendered him for the moſt part indifferent ta 
thoſe amuſements, which others are too fond 
of, and devote too much of their time to. 


What his 3 and behaviour were, 
ha holily and unblameably he lived, I may 
appeal to all that knew him ; to thoſe eſpe- 


cially who knew him beſt. He was indeed 


an enfample to the flock of thoſe virtues and 
7 works which he preached and incul- 


cated: 


* 


1291 
cated: and ſhewed that he expected no ho- 
nour from God or man, on account of any 
imagined ſacredneſs of character, without a 
life and conduct correſpondent to it. Here 
indeed he was ſo unblemiſhed, and his life 
ſo even, that calumny is ſilent, and * 
can find no place. A 5 


N His cloſe application to ſtudy, his pains and 
labour, were beyond moſt : more eſpecially 
* devoting himſelf to the ſtudy of the holy 
ſcriptures. This was his element; his great 
delight, Witneſs his writings upon many 
parts of the New Teſtament. And perhaps the 
4 world may have ſtill further proof of it, in a 
Vork which has long employed his thoughts; 
and which, I ſuppoſe, he has left prepared for 
the preſs. And indeed, by his great aſſiduity 
be ſeems to have impaired his conſtitution 3 
and to have worn himſelf out. 


— 
N So 
: g W 


Of his ability and zeal in the defence of our 
common chriſtianity, he has alſo given proof 
in a much-eſteemed book: wherein he has 
ſtated its evidence; pleaded its cauſe; and 


conſidered and confuted the objections of a 
very ſubtle adverſary to it. 


Of 


L 30 ] 
Of his zeal againſt popery he has alſo given 
a ſpecimen, in his diſſertation on St. Paul's 
Man of Sin. The deſign of which is to ſhow, 
that popery is the evil there foretold and de- 
ſcribed : and its tendency, to raiſe a deteſta- 
tion of it; and to confirm the proteſtant 
cauſe. 


He was a Proteſtant Diſſenter upon the 
firmeſt principles, to wit, the ſole authority 
of Chriſt as head of the church; the ſuffi- 
ciency of ſcripture ; and the right of private 
judgment. Theſe he ever aſſerted: theſe he 
held ſacred and inviolable. And what he 
claimed for himſelf, he willingly allowed to 
others. His regard to the diſſenting intereſt 
he has teſtified in his laſt will : by which he 
has left 1001. to the fund for miniſters and 
ſtudents, and the fame ſum to that for widows 
and orphans. 


His honeſty and integrity, im what he 
thought right, were tried and unqueſtionable, 
J believe no earthly conſideration could have 
tempted- him to ſpeak or a& contrary to the 
dictates of his judgment and conſcience ; or 
to what he apprehended to be the will of 
God, 

| On 


[ 31 ] 

On account of ſome ſentiments in points 
diſputed among chriſtians; he has been by 
ſome hardly cenſured ; partly perhaps from 
miſapprehenſion. I am not going to declare 
for or againſt them, I will even ſuppoſe he 
might be miſtaken. He never thought him- 
ſelf infallible. No man is ſo. But this I muſt 
in juſtice ſay, that no man appeared to have 
a more ſincere love to truth, or took more 
pains to find it out, than he. It is a miſtaken 
zeal, which leads chriſtians to condemn one 
another, for different ſentiments. To his own 
Maſter, each one of us ftands, or falls. Thank 
God we do : and not to one another's fallible 
haſty. jadgment. If, for a miſtaken judg- 
ment, an honeſt man, and a warm advocate 
for Chriſt and the Goſpel, is to be condemn- 
ed, who then can be ſaved? I own I am 
pleaſed with the thought, that good men of 
widely different ſentiments ſhall meet at laſt 


in heaven: that all bickerings and conten- 


tions, which prevailed on earth, ſhall ceaſe 
for ever there : and all embrace, and all unite 
in perfect love and harmony, to adore and 
praiſe Him that fits upon the throne, and the 
Lamb that was ſlain for them all. 


His 


[ 32 ] 

His uſual method of preaching was criti- 
cally to explain the ſeripture, and then to 
inculcate duty. This he thought was the 


right method. This he did with a plain and 


honeſt freedom. This ſome might call dry and 
tedious: while others would be inſtructed 
and edified hereby. And indeed (let me ob- 


ſerve) as it ſhews the wiſdom of Provi- 


dence, that there are various diſpoſitions 
and taſtes amongſt men, ſo it ſhows the care 
of the Head of the chriſtian church, that his 
miniſters ſhould be ſo differently furniſhed, 
as that the whole flock may have that food 
diſpenſed to them which is moſt ſuited, if 1 
may ſo ſay, to their mental conſtitution ; to 
their growth in knowledge, piety, faith, and 


goodneſs. 


It is certainly a privilege, and what a good 
chriſtian would wiſh, when unfit for uſeful- 
neſs and enjoyment, if it pleaſed God, to be 
diſcharged out of life. How many do we 
ſee live a burthen to themſelves, and a grief 
to their friends? And inſtead of former life, 
ſpirit, agreeableneſs, and uſefulneſs, nothing 
left, but the ſhadow of what they were 
bitter remembrancers of former worth ! and 
ſorrowful monuments of human frailty ! 


Theſe 
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Theſe: are awful and affecting providences 1 
Such was likely to have been the lot of our: 
deceaſed friend! Thoſe about him mourned 
over him from this apprehenſion !- But it 
pleaſed God to grant him this favour, to diſ- 
charge him from the burthens of life by a 
calm and eaſy death, and to call him to reſt 
and peace, juſt when the ſervices and enjoy- 
ments of life were at an end; and all re- 


raining was weakneſs and ſorrow, throu ch 
n, decays. b 


But however, in the latter part of life, 
his activity and enjoyments were over, yet 
there were no inward miſgivings, nothing 
wrong, and what was left was hope and 
comfort. I am in good hands: all will 
be well,” were words he ſpoke to a friend, 
juſt before he finiſhed his public labours 


among. you. And but a few hours before 


he - breathed his laſt, a long and intimate 
friend perceiving as he thought, me ſmall 
remains of hearing and underſtanding, faid, 
to him, „God will be with you. He. 
© hath ſaid it, I will never leave thee, nor 
« forſake thee,” Upon which he lifted up 
his hands, juſt opened his eyes, as though 
feeling and enjoying what was ſaid ; cloſed 
D | them 
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[ 34] 
them again; dropped into an 1 lumber ; 


and awoke no more. 


Au this PPE to . the * of 
an honeſt man and chriſtian; my friend; 


and your faithful miniſter in Chriſt, Re- 


member his inſtructions and warnings : fol- 


low his example: and be at. peace among 
yourſelves. May the chief ſhepherd prefide 


over you. May the labours of my worthy 


brother whom you have choſen to the paſto- 
ral office, be greatly proſpered. And in your 


further choice, may you be 1 by a ſpirit 
of ne! and love. 


In a little while, my brethren, our great 
Lord will return. And we muſt all both 
miniſters and people, be called to give an ac- 
count. Shall I now, as before God, ſeri- 
oufly aſk myſelf and you, what account we 
are able to give? Tremble we not at the 
doom of the wicked and flothful ſervant ? 


Caft him into outer darkneſs; there Hall be 


weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. Have we no 
ambition to obtain the honour and reward 
of the good and faithful ſervant? What plea- 
fure doth the applauſe « of a faithful con- 


ſcience 
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ſcience give us? How do our hearts feel a 
delightful glow to be approved of the wiſe 
and good on earth ? But what are theſe to 
the well dene, of the judge of the world, 
in all his glory, and in the, preſence of his 
father and all his holy angels! ? and to the 
honour and bliſs ſubſequent upon 1t ? 


Anticipate then to yourſelves this glorious 
ſolemn day. O what are all the fatigues and 
difficulties which we meet with here in the 
ſervice of God, when confidered in this 
light? What if, for our integrity and fideli- 
ty, we meet with cenſures and reproaches ? 
ſubmit to ſelf-denial ? give up ſome emo- 
luments? is not the immenſe honour and re- 
ward of the great day, and of eternity, a moſt 
abundant compenſation ! May. that be your's 
and mine! And when we come to ſtand be- 
fore the laſt tribunal, and to give up the great 
account, may the judge from his throne ap- 
plaud us, ſaying, Well done, good and faithful 
ſervants :- ye have been faithful over a- few 
things ; I will make you ruler over many things: 
enter ye into the. joy of your Lord. 
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T is with the ſincereſt concern, my chri- 

ſtian friends, that I now addreſs you upon 
one of the moſt awful and frequent occaſions 
in the world, the removal of a fellow-creature 
into eternity. And when I ſee ſo many fpec- 
tators aſſembled round this houſe of filence, 
I cannot help ſuppoſing you to be influenced 
by the moſt ſerious ſentiments of piety and 
humanity, and not invited merely by curioſity 
and wonder : for what miracle js it that man 
who is born of a woman ſhould die, and that 


the ſon of man who is like the flower of the 


field ſhould vaniſh away? This is but the 
courſe of nature — the puniſhment of fin — 
and the execution of a ſentence which was 
paſs'd above five thouſand years ago: it is 
but a debt which he Who ſpeaks to you muſt 

ſoon 
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ſpon diſcharge, and you who hear me quickly 
Pay» Marvel r not at this: for behold, I will 
tell you of greater things than theſe : verily, 

verily I ſay unto you, the days are coming, 
when the innumerable multitude, on whoſe 
aſhes we now ſtand, ſhall riſe out of their 
filent beds; nay, when all that are in their 
graves ſhall come forth ; thoſe that have done 
good, to the reſurrection of life, and thoſe 


that have done evil, to the reſurrection of 
condemnation. 


Animated by this glorious hope, we now 
commit to the grave all that is mortal of our 
friend and brother; there to reſt till the trum- 
pet ſhall ſound, and the dead ſhall ariſe. © 
After a life of unwearied ſtudy and applica- 
tion, he has gained an honourable diſmiſſion; 
and his warfare being now accompliſhed, he 
has only to rejoice in the teſtimony of a good 
conſcience, and to wait for his reward from 
the great Captain of our ſalvation. 


But while we are thankful for his gain, we 
cannot be altogether inſenſible of our on loſs. 
There are few of us who do not feel ſome 
regret upon this occaſion ; and moſt of us, I 
dare ſay, are tenderly concerned at it, in one 
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reſpect or another. Some have been deprived 
of a valuable acquaintance, ſome of a be- 
loved relation, ſome of a learned friend, and, 

what is of greater moment ſtill, the world 
has loſt an honeſt r man. 


As a miniſter of the Goſpel of Chriſt, he 
ſtudied the ſcriptures with indefatigable at- 
tention, and explained them with freedom 
and impartiality. As a friend, he always ex- 
erciſed to others what he expected from them, 
a generous plainneſs and freedom, void of all 
diſſimulation and hypocriſy. He underſtood 
many languages: he converſed only in one, 
and that was the language of his heart. While 
he was candid to the opinions of others, he 
was ſtedfaſt in his own ; for he entertained no 
ſentiments which did not coſt him a long and 
conſcientious examination. As a preacher, he 


preferred thoſe points in which all chriſtians 


agree, before thoſe in which they all differ ; 


and inſtead of urging matters of doubtful diſ- 
putation, he enforced the grand duties. of 
practical religion, as being of abſolute and 
eternal importance. Yet there was no duty he 
ever inculcated ſo ſtrongly as that which he 
preaches to us this moment, © To remember 
© We are raul and ang creatures,” 


His 
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IIis unblameable miniſtry ſecured to him 
the friendſhip and eſteem of his people for 
many years; and in this affection he thought 
himſelf ſingularly rewarded for his labours. 
But his lot had been happy beyond the fate of 
mortals, if he had not had his ſhare with the 
wiſe and good of all ages, in the cenſure and 
perſecution of the world. He was once 
judged by perſons who have prejudices and 
paſſions: he is now judged by that Being 
who has none; who ſees the inward inten- 
tion, and regards only the heart. 


On account of his zeal for the rights of 
conſcience, and the ſacrifice he made of his 
health and life to the ſtudy of truth, he might 
almoſt be ſaid to die a martyr to it; but this 
did not move him ; nor did he count any thing 
dear to him, ſo that he might but finiſh his 
courſe with joy : or if he felt any regret, it was 
that he had but one life to give to his Lord and 


Saviour, and that he could not ſpend his days 
over again in the ſame cauſe, 


The infirmities of nature coming faſt upon 
him, he reſigned, though with reluctance, his 
public hboand; 3 and retreated with reputation 
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118g: from the vineyard in Side he had di 
10 guiſhed himſelf as a good and faithful Want 


He intended to devote the remainder of his 
days to a peaceful retirement ; in which his 
greateſt felicity would Have been the enjoy- 
ment of his friends, and the calm contempla- 
tion of that eternity upon which he was pre- 
paring to embark: but the rapid manner in 
which he declined, denied us his converſation 
in the evening of life; and after a very ſhort 
ceſſation from his weil, he went to repoſe. 


Yet happy was xs his lot in this reſpect, that 
he did not linger on the bed of ſickneſs under 
tormenting pains : he was not bereft of thoſe 
faculties which he had exerted for the benefit 
of mankind: he did not live to doubt the 
power of that religion, which he had ſo zeal- 
F ouſly defended, or to deſpair of the Goodneſs of 
$114 that Being, to whoſe ſervice he had dedicated 
46 himſelf from his earlieſt youth: but in peace 


and compoſure he reſigned his ſpirit 1 into the 
hands of Him who gave It, 


But! it is not my intention to make enco- 
17 miums upon the deceaſed. Let us rather 
| conſider what uſeful reflections we may draw 


from 
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from this ſolemn event. Let his brethren in 
the miniſtry be induced to become more ac- 
tive and vigorous in the diſcharge of their 
duty, and to ſhine in their humble ſtations 
with more purity and luſtre ; for they know 
not how ſoon their lamp may be extinguiſhed. 
Let his friends and relations ſorrow ; but not 
as thoſe that are withont hope ; for he who 
raiſed up Jeſus from the dead, will raiſe up 
thoſe who ſleep in him. Let his church and 
people, to whom he opened the ſcriptures, 
and explained the words of eternal life, re- 
member to practice his inſtructions, that they 
may meet him with joy at the judgment ſeat 
of Chriſt. Let every unconcerned ſpectator 
learn to reverence religion, by ſeeing the un- 
diflembled reſpect that is paid to the memory 
of a good man, 


And all ye buſy race of men, who think 
yourſelves happy, becauſe your ſentence is re- 
{pited till to-morrow ; ſteal one moment from 
the world, to refle& that you are mortal. 
Remember that after all your pains, and weari- 
neſs, and ambition, this is the period of your 
labours, and here is the place where you muſt 
either reſt in peace, or periſh in oblivion. 


If 


PT. 
If chis was the final extinction of our be- 
ing, where all thought and memory were 
buried in everlaſting forgetfulneſs, it would 
be a melancholy ſeparation indeed : we ſhould 
have reaſon to look upon the grave with hor- 


ror, ard to cry out, O God, why haſt thou 


* made man!” But when I confider how 


many evils and afflictions, from which death 


happily delivers us, and how many millions 
it has taken away, whom neither wiſdom, nor 
ſtrength, nor beauty, could fave ; when I hear 
a voice from heaven, ſaying, ** Bleſſed are the 
te dead that die in the Lord; when I look 


back, and recolle& how many juſt and ex- 


cellent ſpirits, who were once the delight and 
ornament of human kind, are now gone to 
their everlaſting manſions — I rejoice that I 
am mortal too. Hail, thou king of terrors4 
Welcome, thou victorious grave | Go, finiſh 
your conqueſt over this child of fin and ſor- 
row: You ſhall reign a while; but, ere long, 
you ſhall be ſubdued, and we ſhall be trium- 
phant. Thanks be to God, who giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


And now, thou good and upright miniſter, 
farewell! we ſhall ſoon follow thee ;— Ves 
we ſhall ſoon follow thee, to that place where 
the 


WY 
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the weary are at reſt. In the mean time, ac- 
cept theſe our laſt honours and reſpects: they 
are all we can pay thee: and whatever was 
excellent in thy character, or amiable in thy 
life, may we love and imitate it, that our 
latter end may be like thine. 


Which of us ſhall next be conducted to 
this ſilent habitation, God only knows: but 
certainly it becomes us ſo to paſs the time 
of our ſojourning here, that we may not be 
aſhamed to live, nor afraid to die. Let us aſk 
ourſelves, upon what errand we came into the 
world ? where we are travelling to? and what 
we expeR will be our eternal ſtate ? 


Theſe are the beſt reflections we can make 
on the death of our friend; and if they 
kindle one heavenly affection in our boſoms, 
if they inſpire us with one virtuous reſolution 
to live like chriſtians and candidates for im- 


mortality, then he has not died, nor have I 
ſpoke, in vain. g 
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